Minister of the Environment Ministre de 'Environnement

Ottawa, Canada K1A OH3

MAY 2 1 2004

Ms. Nicole Lischewski

Coordinator

Society for Atlin's Sustainable Economic Initiatives
P.O. Box 499

Atlin BC VOW 1A0

Daar My, Livchewski,

My colleague, the Honourable Geoff Regan, Minister of Fisheries
and Oraans, has forwardad to me a copy of your letter, regarding the acid mine
drainage originating from the Tulsequah Chief Mine site in northern British
Columbia.

| note that the Minister of Fisheries and Oceans has addressed
your concerns with respect to the ongoing environmental assessment of the site
and the issues you raised concerning the Pacific Salmon Treaty. Consequently,
| will limit my response to those issues which are administered by Environment
Canada - specifically the enforcement of subsection 36(3) of the Fisheries Act.

Environment Canada enforcement officials in the Pacific and
Yukon region have been conducting ongoing inspections and monitoring at the
Tulsequah mine site with respect to the acid rock drainage (ARD) issue since
1998. These activities resulted in the issuance of an Inspector's Direction in
2002 requiring the mine site to be compliant with subsection 36(3) of the
Fisheries Act by September 2003. Redfern Resources Ltd. has since applied for
an extension of the compliance date of that Direction to June 2005, to enable the
compzny g imnlement 2 nitmber of meacures to mitigate the 8RD,

Environment Canada has reviewed the remedial activities which
have been taken to date by Redfern Resources Ltd. at this site, and its proposal
for further work. including milestones and cnmmitments. which it has submitted

in support of its request for-an extension to the compliance date for the
Inspector's Direction. Based on that review, Environment Canada has extended

tho complianco dato ae roquoctod by Rodforn to Juno 2006, on tho conditionc

that the company submit to Environment Canada a monthly activity report
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detailing the progress of the remedial work

Aslivarahlae Dadfarm han ko A Ceod that by Joine 0O, ROOS, U Tulawyac

mine elts must be in compliance with subseulion S6(3) of the Fisnenes Ast as
raniirad in tha Argimal Imnpastar s Nircoliem.

and a report on milestones and

I appreciate youw iuterest in this matter, and nope tat my
comments are helpful.

Yours sincerely,

el i~

David Anderson, P.C., M.P.

c.c.. The Honourable Geoff Regan, P.C., M.P.



